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the succession after Mohammed. The two lines or lists
agree in two names only, those of 'Ali and his son Hasan.
Especially do the Shi'ahs repudiate the first three caliphs:
Abu Bekr, 'Omar, and 'Othman. They believe in a line of
twelve imams., infallible in character and teaching, begin-
ning with CAH and carried down from father to son as far
as the young child of Hasan-el-* Askari, Mohammed, who
mysteriously disappeared about the year 878 A. D. Accord-
ing to one tradition the boy entered a cave in search, of his
father and was never seen to come out. The Shi'ahs have
especial honor for the sixth imam, Ja*afar-es-Sa/diq, as the
source of the peculiar school of jurisprudence according to
which their conduct is regulated. They trace the irnamate
through his second son, Mfl'sa-el-Qu'sim, whereas the Isrna-
'iliyeh, followed by the Druses, hold to a succession through
the son of Ja'afar's eldest son Ismail The Nuscirfyeh
follow the main body of Shi'ahs in this matter. All Moslems
look forward to the corning of the Muh'cli, the directed one,
who will set all things right. The Shi'ahs, however, hold
that lie has already appeared once in the person of Moham-
med Ibn Hasan, their twelfth imam, who was lost in the
cave. In regard to their belief in the remanifestation of
the Mahdi, Dr. Wortabet obtained this account from hooks
coming to him from a great Metawali leader, the Sayyid
Mohammed Amln-el-Hoseiriy, of the line of the prophet:
"At the appointed time he (the twelfth imam) will manifest
himself to men, and will then he known by the name of
Guide (El-Muhdy), and with Jesus, the son of Mary, will
fill the whole world with the knowledge of God, , . . This
set time is fast approaching. All this is a part of the settled
faith of the Metawileh. Some of their learned men believe
also that after the appearance of the Muhdy he will in due
time die, and be succeeded by his own father, or predecessor
in the office, who" will be raised from death for this purpose;
and a retrograde resurrection and succession will go on,
until the twelve imams shall have risen and completed the
regeneration of the world. After this will come the end, the
judgment, and eternity/' * In the meantime, so hold the

1"Religion in the East," p. 274.   Dr. Wortabet's chapter on tho
"Metawileh" is full of first-hand information.